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A FOOD PLANT OF LANGURIA DISCOIDEA Lee. 

The beetles of the family Erotylidae are known as "The Pleas- 
ing Fungus Beetles." They are mostly slender, in shape re- 
sembling the click beetles but usually taper conspicuously toward 
the posterior end and, instead of the sober uniform colors of 
those beetles, these are most prettily and tastefully colored in 
striking patterns of red and black, a red thorax and black elatra 
or the reverse. Striking, but trim and elegant, never with gaudy 
or harlequin color patterns, they are indeed "pleasing" to the 
eye, quite "chic" in fact. It would seem that they should be an 
ornament to any sago palm ; but at least one nurseryman cannot 
see it that way. 

The family is well represented in the tropics and numbers 
1800 species but only 50 of them are found in North America. 
Most of these beetles live in fleshy fungi into which they bore 
but those of the genus Languria feed on plants and are often 
found visiting flowers. Tho one species, L. mozardi, is known 
as the Clover-Stem Borer, from its habit of boring into the stems 
of clover to which it is sometimes very destructive, their habits, 
especially those of the larvae, are not well known, generally 
speaking. This seems to be true of L. discoidea Lee, so the 
following observation by Mr. John Beach, the well-known nur- 
seryman of West Palm Beach, is a real contribution to our 
knowledge of the species : 

"It lives on the sago palms and eats the young shoots. It also 
nips the old leaves to some extent, and when the plant is touched 
drops into the bud. I have known them for twenty years on the 
sagos and have seen them ruin a fine lot of sagos at the Craigin 
place but it took them four years to do it. After covering all 
the sagos they attacked and killed the buds of Washingtonias, 

(40) 



Winter Number 41 

Arecas, Kentias, Phoenix, and Pandanus. I killed them by dust- 
ing powdered pyrethrum into the buds." 

It would be interesting to know if the larvae also feed on the 
palms. 



REPORTS OF MEETINGS OF THE FLORIDA ENTOMOLOGI- 
CAL SOCIETY 

Sept. 27, 1920. The Society met in Language Hall at 4:30, 
President Merrill in the chair. The following members were 
present: Merrill, Chaffin, Stirling, Davis, Reese, Fattig, Wat- 
son, Berger, Stone, Montgomery. 

Letters were read from U. C. Loftin, Tucson, Ariz., and H. B. 
Loding, Mobile, Ala. Mr. Loding suggested the use of a weak 
solution of cyanide in the Loftin mosquito traps. In the dis- 
cussion which followed the consensus of opinion was that such 
a procedure would be dangerous for general use. 

The paper of the evening on "Diseases of Bees" was given by 
C. A. Reese. He gave a brief but comprehensive statement of 
the diseases of honey bees and their treatment. (This infor- 
mation will appear in The Florida Grower.) 

Under the heading of Brief and Timely Notes, Mr. Stirling 
called attention to the meeting of the state beekeepers which 
would be held in Gainesville on Oct. 6. Professor Watson pre- 
sented a chart showing the relation of the winter weather to the 
abundance of the Velvet Bean Caterpillar the following season. 
It appears that very severe frosts cause the extermination of 
the insects and results in smaller numbers and later arrival the 
following season. The milder frosts during the past two years 
have resulted in an increasing amount of injury. 

Mrs. S. F. Richmond of Loughman, Fla., and Miss Stella Brod- 
nax of Jacksonville were elected to membership in the Society. 



Oct. 25, 1920. The Society met in Language Hall at 4:30. 
Mr. H. P. Loding, proprietor of The Gem Floral Garden, Mobile, 
Ala., and Professor R. W. Harned, Agric. Coll., Miss., were 
elected members. 

The paper of the evening was given by Dr. Montgomery on 
the Mexican Bean Beetle which has recently obtained a foothold 
in Alabama. The speaker called attention to the severe damage 
inflicted by this insect on beans and cowpeas and the freedom 



